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duty every third Sunday. The staff has been greatly increased, and day nurses are having more off duty. As to the patients, there is nothing definitely settled, but it is anticipated in the infirmary that the children will 8hortly be removed to separate wards, and that the diet ?f the patients will be improved. We sincerely trust that these prognostications will be speedily justified by events Plymouth is such a prosperous and important town that we cannot believe its citizens will long submit to a state of affairs which would be unworthy of the veriest Little Pedlington.
THE TRAINING OF MALE NURSES.
Every two years eight male nurses are trained at -the National Hospital for the Paralysed and Epileptic, Queen Square, Bloomsbury. They have the -entire charge of two wards, and they also perform certain duties with regard to all the male patients, of which massage is one. When the term of training has been satisfactorily completed, the male nurses find no difficulty in obtaining remunerative employment. In massage they are specially useful. Besides the regular course of instruction to nurses, there are daily massage classes for outside pupils, to whom certificates are granted when proficient. There are always plenty of applicants for training, whilst the daily massage classes are largely attended.
THE NURSES' HOME AT LAMBETH INFIRMARY.
In the circumstances, it has been very properly decided by the Lambeth Board of Guardians to erect a nurses' home above the offices. Originally it was proposed to build one on the site of the old mortuary, but it was objected to by the Local Government Board on both administrative and architectural grounds. The choice then was limited to the removal of the offices to another site, and the erection of the nurses' home in their place, and the scheme which has been adopted on the ground that it involves far less expenditure. It is the duty of Guardians to observe economy whenever it is consistent with the best interests of the community; and there does not appear to be any objection to the plan selected on the ground of unsuitability. The Arteries of the LowKR Extremity.
inside behind the biceps. (Fig. 14. ) The radial and ulnar arteries can be compressed above tbe wrist, and the digital arteries at the sides of the fingers. It is simply astonishing too the ingenious way in which things get lost, broken, or spoiled, or in some way out of order, if it is at all necessary to keep the expenses down and count the cost. The worry of knowing that the bills for housekeeping, dressings, &c., are much higher this month than last, the knowledge that waste is going on in quarters where she is powerless to prevent it, and the consciousness that while she is attending to one thing she is perforce neglecting another is enough to try the temper of an archangel. In the hospital I have in my mind just now the matron has to prepare all the sterilised and cyanide gauze that is used, and to keep all the instruments in order herself. She gives out all the stores, admits and writes admission papers for all the patients, and goes round the wards with the visiting staff.
Many candidates also apply for admission, and this gives a good deal of work, both in correspondence and interviews.
From the schoolgirl of sixteen, who "has always wanted to be a nurse," to the mature woman past the mysterious bourne of forty years?that tyrannical age limit about which we have heard so much lately?and who, however capable she may appear, yet cannot be allowed to enter our ranks as a beginner, although she assures us pathetically that she is "quite strong, and willing to do anything," they all want information, explanations, advice, and counsel, and all these things take time. There is the carving to be done at the nurses' dinner- Joan Lee had married a man in whom the taint existed?had married him, knowing of its existence. He himself had escaped it, and their child, a daughter, had grown up to womanhood without developing the symptoms ?of the family disease. But when she too-was a wife and a mother the hereditary weakness had come out, and through, out the story she ia a maniac?vulgar, malicious, and revengeful, with homicidal tendencies as well. Owing to her husband's devotion she has never been placed in an asylum, which ia obviously the best place for her, and she rewards him by attempting her daughter's life and exposing hia when he ia Buffering from pneumonia by opening the windowa of his room, a deed which results in his death. She has no redeeming features, no moments of sanity, none of tenderness.
All through the story she is a coarse and dangerous lunatic, and when she drowns herself no one pretends to regret her. In her daughter, Grace Hatton, the interest of the tale is supposed to centre. Grace has escaped the family curse. Bright and pretty, she has admirers in her own neighbourhood, one a man of more than double her age, Sam Myers; and the other a vulgar, cruel-minded oaf, Rivers Pearson, who, when he finds that she does not care for him, tries in one way and another to cause her unhappiness.
Her first love is one Charlie Offord, a man immensely proud of his family, whom she meets when visiting Nice with some friends. When informed, by the obliging Pearson aforesaid, that there is madness in her family, he wisely gives her up, though his love for her is such that he remains unmarried for her sake, as ho rather magniloquently puts it in a dying letter to her : " True is my heart still to the idol I worshipped, so true that now my name, which for centuries has lived, dies with me." Grace finds consolation in the love of Sam Myers, who, as a life-long friend of her father, knew the weakness in her mother's family, but apparently is indifferent to it. He marries her, and for a year they are happy, but the story ends with the discovery by Grace, aided by a communication from Pearson, the unforgiving, that her son will be a helpless idiot to the end of his days. The only consolation which the author offers is that the heroine's character is strengthened by suffering. As we have indicated, the tale is depressing. Nor has it literary quality to redeem it, and raise the gloomy narrative to the realm of true tragedy. Yet 
